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. . - with the United 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 



Commissioner for Patents f : ' 

Washington, D.C. 20231 S> 

Dear Sir: :x; V::: 

.^-r:;n:::;r;'"'--"'"-" 

""■•">.i...ii»i..,h.„.,..„™ 

Japanese application 9-55507 con-esponds ,o U.S. 5,915,179. 
No representalion is made that a .. ■ 

---3a„d.ppiiea„.s_::rp™^^^ 

establish that the referencers) are not" • , ' § 1-131 or otherwise, to 

eierence(s) are not prior art." Moreover, ApDlicant. n . 

i, applicants do not represent that a 



reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a reference is 
intended. 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the provisions of 
M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached Form 1449, marked 
as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the next official 
communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13- 

2725. 



Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P C 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
(6(1) 333A300 



Dated: January 8. 2001 
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